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JANUARY 2021

Happy New Year and let’s hope for better times looking forward. We have a
great year planned ahead with turning demos scheduled for the next few
months. The response from members that have already submitted their dues for
2021 is more than we expected for these times of virtual meetings. If you haven’t
renewed your membership yet, please do so. This is what keeps the club going.
We would also like to thank all of the members that gave their time and created
the presentation platters for the Cedar City Chamber of Commerce. This will
make a huge gain to our treasury.
The officers of the club have been striving to keep the club an interesting and
informative venue. Bill Vincent has taken the helm of the club and with the help
of the officers and board members is doing a great job of delegating duties and
keeping the club on track. Ken Ragsdale has been very instrumental in keeping
the Zoom virtual meetings up and running. We are still learning new features of
Zoom as we go along. Jim Pope, in addition to the Secretarial and newsletter
duties, is also hosting the club virtual meetings from his shop/recording
studio. All of the club assets, including all of the turning wood supply, are kept at
his property. Glenn Pearson, who is now the membership chairman, has been
doing a great job accepting registration forms and keeping the member roster up
to date. Please check our web site’s “members only area” to see if your
information is correct. Steve Ashworth continues to do a fantastic job with the
club financial responsibilities. Pete Kaup is always looking for recorded demos or
deals on tools and supplies which are then passed on to members.
We have also been approached by the Southern Utah University to help them
with the woodturning aspect of their SUU Makerspace. The Makerspace involves
all sorts of woodworking, metalworking and other design options using 3D
printers. This may be another way to get younger turners involved in the art of
woodturning that that we normally wouldn’t have contact with.
The monthly Zoom meetings will continue on the second Saturday of the month.
We are looking at coffee/chat Zoom meetings between regular meetings to
discuss ideas, projects or just visit. More info and discussion at the next regular
monthly meeting.

We are making the application for membership to Southern Utah
Woodturners available on our website as well as including with the
newsletter mailing as a separate attachment. Please mail form with dues
check for 2021 to Glenn Pearson at the address on the application so he
may update our records for the membership roster.

Show and tell photos with brief description (species &
design) need to be submitted to Jim Pope before the
20th of each month --suwt2020@gmail.com

Show & Tell

Upper left and right, front and rear view of basket illusion "Feathers" platter. Its 12" in
diameter, 1 1/2" high, about 3/8" thick, turned from hard maple, woodburned to create the
basket design and then colored with Faber-castel india ink pens in black, magenta and cobalt
turquoise colors.
There are 35 beads each on the front and back with 120 radials requiring 8,400 touches with
the woodburner to mark the segments.
Below left is closeup view of beading design
Below right is a production run of wig stands and six little birdfeeder Christmas ornaments..
Submitted by Jerry Keller

Upper photos are three views of a winged bowl
Below is natural edge vase--all turned from
cherry burl
submitted by Mike Mooney

The ongoing interuption of the in person meeting forum has made the library
unavailable to the general membership. George Mason is working on linking all of the
club ,inhouse demo, videos to our SUWT webpage. This will take some time to get up
and running but the initial test video seems to be working. An update on this will be
presented at the Febuary meeting.

Attendees to "zoom" meeting

Jan. 9 , 2021

Steve Ashworth, Don Blanchard, Jeff Blonder,Aaron Bryan,Neal Carter, Ernie Diagle,Larry Evans,
Jack Gunn, Reiner Jakel, Pete Kaup, Jerry Keller,Dave Layton, George Mason, Karl McMullin,
Paul Nazier,Leon Olson, Glenn Pearson, Jim Pope, Vernile Prince, Ken Ragsdale, Brent Ross,
Bruce Sharp, Jay Slade, Don Smith, Bill Vincent

Woodturning and Design 1-1-2021
Man has been turning wood for at least 4,000 years. Over forty years ago, I was shown a book that was written for
the craftsmen of King Louis XIV. The book was illustrated with wood cut prints that were so well done they could
have been black and white photographs. The title of the book was something like “The Ultimate in
Woodturning.” I am a member of the AAW and get the AAW Journal. In over eighty issues of the AAW Journal I
have seen no type of woodturning that was not in that book which was written more than three hundred years
ago. Good woodturning design was well established a long time ago. There are names for the various classic
turned shapes. In the January 2016 issue of Woodturning magazine, #288, there is an article by Richard Findley
which gives some of the names of the various design shapes along with examples of each. The 21 shapes listed are
a ball, bead, bird’s beak, bobbin, bullnose, cavetto, cove, cyma recta, cyma reversa, flute, necklace, ogee, ovolo,
pommel, quirk, reed, reel, ring, sausage, scotia and a tulip. There are without question more names not listed in
the article. Each name describes a particular shape or series of shapes. It makes no difference if we are talking
about spindles, vases, boxes, bowls, plates or platters the shapes that are considered good design are ancient. I
doubt that there is any shape turned by someone living that is truly new.
Some of you are familiar with the Golden Rectangle. The Golden Rectangle is simply a rectangle that people agree
has the “perfect” proportion to the human eye and has been used for millennia. If you want your turnings to have
good design then study what people over the ages have recognized as good turning design. You can find the
designs in turnings, architecture, furniture, pottery and art work.
If you turn something that you think is new and you like it, does that make it a good design, not necessarily. When
I taught high school woodshop, I refused to grade student’s designs. If they liked their design, why would my
opinion be more valuable than theirs. If, however they wanted to sell their work they had to understand and
create good designs, not just things they liked.
One of the things I loved about our club meetings, when we had them, was that everyone was comfortable
bringing in whatever they turned. It was fun to see people progress in both skill and design over time. If someone
wants a better understanding of good design and how they can improve their designs, our club has resources in
DVDs, books, magazines and various club members. The AAW website is a wonderful resource in all aspects of
turning including design.
When Lane Phillips demonstrated for us, I had some unfinished bowls I did not like. I brought them to the meeting
and cut them in half so Lane could more easily show and discuss what was wrong with them. Lane sells turnings
for a living. His work has to have good design or he will not sell it. He had valid things to say. I believe a video of
that meeting is in our library.
The real question is who are you turning for. If you are turning for yourself and you want to improve, design is one
area most of us can improve. If you intend to sell your work, your design needs to be good along with tool
technique and finishing. Good tool technique allows you to cut faster and sand less. The finish needs to be done
well enough that people will consider buying your work. You really do not need to be an expert to notice a bad
surface and or finish. Sanding marks are easy to see and do not look good. The finish on a bowl made by a
professional for customer’s home use is not the finish the same professional puts on a museum piece. Oil finishes
are the most forgiving but even an oil finish will not hide a flawed surface. The more shine a finish has the more it
will high light a poor surface. Your fingertips will occasionally tell you more about a surface than your eyes.
If you have questions regarding "Tips & Tricks" e-mail me at leonolson@aol.com
Leon Olson

WHY WE LIVE IN SOUTHERN UTAH

Hiking Eagle Crag Trail, Mount Canaan Wilderness, near Rockville UT, a view looking towards
South-Western Zion and South Creek Reservoir.
Photo courtesy of Glenn Pearson
Dedicated to promoting woodturning in Southern Utah through
educational demos, classes & fellowship betwen members.
"Learning Through Turning"

Turn Often & Turn Safe
---Until further notice--Virtual "Zoom" meeting the 2nd Saturday of each month

Visit our website at :
htpps://www.southernutahwoodturners.com
Email-- suwtclub@gmail.com

